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Joy. That’s a word you do not hear much of in the media 
today. In fact, we hear a great deal of the word “happiness.” 
Often I hear people say, “If it makes you happy, then do it.” 
I have heard people define happiness as a condition that is 
dependent upon circumstances. If you can just accumulate 
earthly treasures or experience great pleasures, then you 
will be happy. 

In contrast to this concept is the idea of joy. Joy is a condition 
that is not dependent upon external circumstances. Joy 
comes from the Lord. It is not something that is impacted 
by the accumulation of wealth, fame or experiences. The 
Bible says that joy is a fruit of God’s Spirit. I am so grateful 
that joy is not dependent upon external circumstances 
because oftentimes the circumstances are not favorable. 
Missionaries regularly share in our churches that they find 

incredibly joyful people in places you would least expect, 
such as third world, poverty-stricken countries.

The Bible commands the Christian to “Rejoice in the Lord 
always: and again I say, Rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4) Is this 
a difficult command for the Christian to obey? Consider 
the reason for our joy: God provided eternal salvation for 
the believer through the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. All of the Christian’s sins have been forgiven, 
and he has escaped eternal punishment. The Christian will 
now experience an eternity in heaven in the presence of 
God with joy beyond that ever imagined upon this earth. 
Isn’t that a thrilling thought?

I thank God for the freedom to daily share with our 
elementary students this message that gives the students 

REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS

Elementary School Principal  

Second grade math project Mrs. Beam’s kindergarten class



CONNECTION    11

purpose in life and a reason for joy. Our teachers have 
the ability to share God’s Word and model the joy of 
their salvation. The Bible says, “The joy of the Lord is our 
strength.” (Nehemiah 8:10)

New families tell me of the joy they see in our teachers, 
parents and students. During each of my new family 
interviews, I ask parents why they are choosing Cypress 
Christian School. Almost without exception parents tell me, 
“We know this is the right place because we feel the warmth, 
love and joy that comes from your employees and students. 
We want this type of atmosphere for our children.”

“For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 
but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
(Romans 14:17)
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