Living God’s Truth

Eighth graders pray at the foot of the Supreme Court in D.C.
In Romans 12, Paul describes desired attributes in
the life of a believer: we offer our body as a living
sacrifice (v. 1), we are transformed by the renewal
of our mind (v. 2), we use our spiritual gifts (v. 3-8),
we love with sincerity (v. 9), and we are fervent in
spirit (v. 11). The struggle with Romans 12:11 is not
in understanding the text, but in living the truth of
the text. What can we do to keep our spiritual fire
burning brightly for Christ? How do we restore a
spiritual fire that has grown cold?
Sometimes students in a Christian school risk losing
their fervor for the Gospel and the redeeming work
of Christ because they are surrounded by Bible
classes, chapel services, Christian coaches and
teachers, and biblical principles integrated into
every subject. At first glance, that may sound very
odd; but one of Satan’s schemes is for us to become
lukewarm and complacent in our commitment to
live out our faith. To avoid a life of mediocrity, we
must engage in spiritual warfare to maintain our
spiritual zeal.
The community at Cypress Christian School plays
an essential role in promoting spiritual zeal.
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Students start each day with prayer.

We spur one another toward a fervent spirit by
building relationships and encouraging each other.
Classrooms, teams and organizations are important
small communities on our campus. Teachers,
coaches and mentors intentionally demonstrate
what it means to connect with God and allow Him
to brightly burn in our spirit. Teenagers observe
adults who deal with stress, busyness, anxiety,
frustration, failure and loss. Community requires
transparency among the members in order to
flourish. Students are astute at locating those
who would “talk the talk, but not walk the walk.”
We desire to build a strong foundation of biblical
instruction so that our middle schoolers will grasp
the wonder of God’s love and grace. We also
desire to build a strong community that can do life
together and demonstrate how to put on the full
armor of God because there is a battle going on
for the condition of each teenager’s soul.
Serving the Lord is also key to keeping our spiritual
fervor. We see this connection in Romans 12:11:
“be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” The world
thinks that if we focus on ourselves we can find
contentment; but that simply isn’t true. Living
outside ourselves is practiced at CCS when our
National Junior Honor Society students spend a
Saturday morning preparing meals that will bring
physical nourishment to children throughout the
world. The habit of service is developed by sixth
graders making posters of encouragement to send
to a fellow Warrior. Students learn to focus on
others when they sweep the lunchroom to prepare
it for the next group of hungry teenagers. Serving
others in Jesus’ name enhances spiritual zeal and
makes us more like Christ.
There is a connection between “being conformed
to the pattern of this world” and a lack of spiritual
fervor. When we are conformed to the things of this
world, then our spirit loses its desire for the things
of God. Students are required to put away some of
the things of the world while at school: cell phones,
social media, secular music and status clothing.

Middle schoolers are given
the opportunity to mentor
younger students.

Sixth graders made posters to encourage a fellow Warrior.
Providing a dedicated academic environment is
one reason for eliminating these distractions, but
there is also a more important spiritual element
at work. In order to grow close to God, students
need opportunities to hear from God. Drawing
away from the distractions of our culture allows our
children to be drawn by the fire of God’s love and
wisdom into a life that is wholly submitted to God.
Romans 12 calls all believers to keep their eyes on
Christ. He never lacked in fervor and never tired of
serving His Father. Naturally, the fire in our spirit
wanes at times, blown cold by distractions of our
lives. The fuel for our spiritual fervor is the Spirit
of God.

National Junior Honor Society Service Project

Godly coaches train athletes
throughout the season.

Drama presentations
reinforce biblical values.

MRS. IVA NELL RHEA | Middle School Principal
One of our goals at CCS is to teach students disciplines which enable them to keep
the fire of God’s love burning brightly. Watching the truth of God’s Word lived out
in our students is a goal that is worthy of our best.

CONNECTION
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