
 

 

 

Summer Reading 2020-2021 

Literature & Vocabulary 7 - Ms. Lazar 
 

  



Summer Reading Guide  

Literature & Vocabulary 7 – Ms. Lazar 

 

Required reading: A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle.  

 

Students are required to keep a journal while reading their summer reading novel. This assignment will be used 

in class for several activities during the first week of school.  

Students may purchase a book from the Spirit Store or from other sources. Audio books are also available 

online (see link below). Students will be required to bring their book to school, but those who purchased the 

electronic format will not be able to use it in school. However, a few classroom copies will be provided for 

classroom usage.   

 

Journal Guidelines: 

• Entries may be handwritten in a composition book (no other notebook is acceptable). We will use the 

composition book in the classroom for several assignments during the first two weeks of school. 

• Label each entry by chapter number. 

• Use complete sentences and write neatly. 

• Write about 4-5 well-developed sentences for each journal entry. 

• Use correct Grammar, spelling and punctuation. 

 

 

Links: 

Book Trailer: www.rif.org/literacy-central/material/wrinkle-time-animated-book-trailer 

Audio book:   https://youtu.be/ujmqOhMoFk4 

Movie: A movie based on this book came out last year, and the following link gives an excellent review by 

Focus on the Family. www.pluggedin.com/movie-reviews/a-wrinkle-in-time/ 

While some of you have already watched the movie or will choose to watch it in the future, this does not fulfill 

the requirements for summer reading. You will not be able to complete the required activities by simply 

watching the movie, so I recommend that you read the book first and then watch the movie if you choose to. 

Watching the movie is NOT required! 
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Journal Topics 

 

Chapter 1 Choose one of the following topics. Make sure you answer all questions connected with the topic 

you choose. 

a. Charles Wallace has an almost “uncanny” understanding of his sister, Meg. Who understands you the best? 

Give some examples of times when that person seemed to know how you felt or what you were up to – without 

you saying anything. 

b. Meg has feelings of insecurity.  What is the dictionary definition of insecurity? What kinds of situations 

promote insecurity? What are your feelings when insecure? Are there certain times of life that are filled with 

more insecurity? What are the best ways to handle insecurities? 

 

Chapter 2   

At the beginning of chapter 2, when Meg expresses confusion over the events of the previous evening, Mrs. 

Murry tells her: “I don’t understand it any more than you do, but one thing I’ve learned is that you don’t have to 

understand things for them to be.” (29).  Explain what you think she means by that. Give some examples of 

things that you think are difficult to understand but know are true. 

 

Chapter 3 Choose one of the following topics. Make sure you answer all questions connected with the topic 

you choose. 

a. Meg’s mother talks about how special Charles is.  Briefly describe what makes Charles special. Describe the 

most unique person you know.  Does that person’s uniqueness cause him or her any problems? Explain. 

b. Write about one character in the book that is most like you. Provide 3-4 specific examples of instances in the 

book and in your own life that show similarities.  

 

Chapter 4  Choose one of the following topics. Make sure you answer all questions connected with the topic 

you choose. 

a. What sort of music do you imagine coming from the throats and wings of the magical creatures? 

b. Describe Mrs. Which.  How is she different from Mrs. Who and Mrs. Whatsit?  

 

Chapter 5 

Write about the Black Thing as you imagine it to be.  How might it appear and what specifically does it 

represent? 

 

Chapter 6 Choose one of the following topics. Make sure you answer all questions connected with the topic 

you choose. 

a. Mrs. Whatsit told Meg to “Stay angry… you will need all your anger now.” What does she mean by it?  

Write about a time when you used anger to help you accomplish something that you would not ordinarily have 

done.  

b. Write about your own personality traits (at least 3) that would be most valuable in a dangerous place like 

Camazotz. 

 



Chapter 7 

The story was written in 1962. Research the world political situation at that point. What threats did the U.S. 

face? What similarity do you see between those threats and the ones posed by the man with the red eyes? 

 

Chapter 8 Choose one of the following topics. Make sure you answer all questions connected with the topic 

you choose. 

a. Do you agree with the hypnotized Charles Wallace that “differences create problems”? When do you want to 

be the same as everyone else? When do you want to be different? Do you ever pretend to be the same when you 

are really different? Why? 

b. Write about whether you agree or disagree with Charles Wallace when he says “On Camazotz we are all 

happy because we are all alike.  Differences create problems.” Explain your position. 

 

Chapter 9 

If you were in Meg’s shoes, what would you recite to help yourself concentrate so that you wouldn’t be 

hypnotized? What else might you do to avoid having your mind controlled? Can you think of other stories 

where mind control plays a part? 

 

Chapter 10 

Meg has always admired her father to such degree that she suffers terrible disappointment when she finds that 

he cannot save Charles. Write about the time when you have been disappointed by someone you admired. Tell 

whether this experience has taught you any important lessons. 

 

Chapter 11 

What do you think Aunt Beast means when she says “We look not at the things which you can see, but at the 

things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporal. But the things which are not seen are 

eternal”? Write about 1-2 examples from your own experience that illustrate Aunt Beast’s statement above. 

 

Chapter 12 Choose one of the following topics. Make sure you answer all questions connected with the topic 

you choose. 

a. Write about the ways that life on Earth may be like a sonnet.  Give 2-3 examples to explain your meaning. 

b. Write about a quality that Meg has, but IT has not.  Explain why this is an important quality. 

 


