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Pilgrim’s Progress In Today’s English 
by John Bunyan, ed. James H. Thomas 
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Choose one of the following: 
Old Man and the Sea by Ernest 

Hemingway 
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 

Call of the Wild by Jack London 
Treasure Island by Robert L. Stevenson 

 
 
 

Miss Leiendecker 
Julie.leiendecker@cypresschristian.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:Julie.leiendecker@cypresschristian.org
mailto:Julie.leiendecker@cypresschristian.org


 

About Pilgrim’s Progress 
Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegorical story of a believer’s spiritual journey to heaven. It follows 
various characters from their hometown, City of Destruction, to their destination, the Celestial 
City. The story contains many themes. Most importantly, it teaches the path to salvation and 
the obstacles Christians face on their journey to God. 
 
Part 1: Annotations While-Reading Pilgrim’s Progress 
 

Instructions: As part of your summer reading assignment, you will annotate your text as 
you read to help you with your dialectical journal in part 2.  

 
Strategies to use: 

1. Write comments in the margin, especially to ask questions or relate to characters 
and make connections to your own life, etc. 

2. Star any passages that are important: events, decisions, or cause/effect 
relationships. 

3. Underline any sentences that make you think or personally appeal to you. 
4. Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar. 
5. Bracket areas that cause confusion or misunderstanding for you OR passages that 

seem significant to the overall plot and/or author’s purpose. 

Part 2: Dialectical Journal While-Reading Pilgrim’s Progress 
 

Instructions: A dialectical journal shows your conversation with the text. Commentary 
should be at least 4-6 sentences of analysis. In your commentary, be sure to explore 
author’s purpose as well as your own personal speculations about the text and its 
objective. You may not simply summarize. You must offer deeper insight on how and 
why the individual passage connects/contributes to the whole. Do NOT consult online 
websites (such as Sparknotes) or cut/paste any of their words. This is considered 
plagiarism and will be viewed as cheating per the student handbook, resulting in a zero 
for this assignment. You must create a total of four journal entries. You need one entry 
per category (Leonard). 

Use each of the following categories for your journal entries: 

1. Symbolism  
2. Character Development 
3. Theme – a central insight that is developed throughout the novel. 
4. Literary elements- imagery, simile, metaphor, syntax, diction, tone, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Part 3: Compare/Contrast Activity 
 

Instructions: In your spiral notebook or in a typed word document, compare/contrast 
the two books (Pilgrim’s Progress with the one you chose from the list above) by 
answering the questions below in complete sentences.  

 
1. In this book, how is the setting similar and/or different to that of Pilgrim’s Progress? 

 
2. a. How are the characters alike? b. How are they different? 

 
3. Compare the villains in this book to those in Pilgrim’s Progress. a. Do you notice any 

similar lessons emerging? b. Why or why not? 
 

4. The theme of “journey” appears in both books. a. What lesson(s) does the main 
character learn? b. How does the journey of self-discovery create more dynamic 
characters by the end of both novels?  

 
 
 

DUE DATE: Friday, August 16th, 2019 
 


