
 

 

 

 

Summer Reading 2019-20 
7th Advanced Literature/Vocabulary 

Mrs. Baldwin 

 

 
Choose one of the following: 

The Hound of Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle  

 
Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes 

Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery 

Little Women, Part I*  by Louisa May Alcott 
(novel includes Part I & Part II, students only required to 

read Part I) 
 



7th Advanced Literature & Vocabulary Summer Reading 

Highlighting/Plot Annotating Assignment  
 

It is highly recommended that all students use the same version of the novel.  We will be discussing the books 
the first three weeks of school and I will often reference page numbers.  Books are available for purchase in 
the Spirit Store.  

Plot is a literary term used to describe the sequence of events that make up a story.  The parts of a plot in a 
story include: 

1. Intro/exposition – the characters and setting are established and background revealed.  Hints of a 
conflict are revealed.  Highlight in Pink.  

2. Rising Action – a series of events occur and build up the conflict.  Events begin to get complicated and 
tension/excitement occurs.  The protagonist often encounters a series of conflicts during this time.  The 
conflicts may be internal (with themselves) and external (with nature, others, society, God).  Highlight 
in Yellow.  Students may also want to annotate in the margin whether conflict is internal or external. 

3. Climax – usually known as the high point in the action of the plot, the moment of greatest tension, or 
the turning point.  The climax often centers on the protagonist’s most difficult challenge.  Highlight in 
Blue. 

4. Falling Action – occurs after the climax and details the consequences (good and bad) that the characters 
must deal with after the turning point, but the complications begin to resolve.  Highlight in Orange.  

5. Resolution (also known as denouement)– all loose ends tied up and final outcome of events occurs.  
Highlight in Green. 

As you read your novel of choice, you will track the plot of the novel by highlighting each part of the plot in a 
different color.  Some parts of the plot, such as the climax, may need to be determined once the novel is 
complete.  Do not stress about making sure you include “every event” or “every conflict” in each of the 
various parts of the plot.   The goal is to follow the THREAD of the plot throughout the story.  Every chapter 
should have a minimum of one highlight. 

Resources such as Spark Notes or other online sources should not be referenced.  Do your best to determine 
the various parts of the plot and do not stress about if you are “right” or “wrong”.   

Assessment:  No formal assessment will be given for the highlighting, but assignments and activities the first 
few weeks of school will be directly linked to the highlighting.   For example, students will share their 
highlighting with other students who read the same novel and create a plot diagram.  In addition, the first  
writing assignment will be based on summer reading, so it is important that students read and follow the story 
closely.  In addition, each student will take a multiple choice comprehension quiz the first week of school 
which will count as a quiz grade in Literature/Vocabulary. 

 
 


