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with CCS co-founder Jerry Van Beek

 Legacy Award winners kindergarten teacher Jan 
Beam and high school teacher Danny Carraway

Distinguished Teacher Linwood Brown with  
General Administrator Dr. Glenn Holzman

Mission 
The CCS mission is to honor the Lord Jesus Christ by 
providing students an education based upon academic 
excellence and biblical values. The 2013-2014 school year 
has exemplified this mission in many ways.

Dedicated Christian Faculty and Staff
As I complete my fifth year as executive director, I am still 
in awe at how God has blessed our school with extremely 
talented and dedicated faculty and staff members. I 
appreciate the effort it takes by every member of our team 
to make the school operate effectively – from those on the 
frontlines teaching our students, to those behind the scenes 
in the lunchroom serving food, to those in the business 
office who keep the bills paid, to the many others behind 
the scenes helping to advance the mission of Cypress 
Christian School. I am honored to work with each one.

In May 2014, four teachers were honored for their faithful 
service to CCS. The Distinguished Teacher Award was 
presented to high school teachers Mary Syms and 
Linwood Brown. Each consistently makes a difference 
in the lives of their students, demonstrating passion and 
unique effectiveness in teaching their subject matter, 
earnestly supporting their fellow teachers and the school’s 
administration, distinctively contributing to the success 
of Cypress Christian School, and exhibiting loyalty to the 
cause of Christ. 

Kindergarten teacher Jan Beam and high school Bible 
teacher Danny Carraway are retiring from CCS and were 
honored with the Legacy Award for their faithful service 
and significant contributions at Cypress Christian School. 

They were recognized for the legacy they leave behind 
in our school, community, state and nation and for their 
untiring efforts for the cause of Christ through investing 
in the lives of children and training the next generation of 
Warriors for the Kingdom.

As a group, God has blessed our efforts with an incredible 
year where young people came to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Savior for the first time, and followers of Christ 
grew in their knowledge and obedience to Him. Increased 
enrollment, academic and fine arts achievements, and 
athletic records were all part of the 2013-2014 school year. 
As an institution, we enjoyed a wonderful pace of facility 
expansions, fundraising success, process upgrades, and 
system improvements. All a blessing from the Lord! 

Academic Excellence
The senior year is the beginning of the end of a student’s 
education at CCS. It’s a year of firsts, a year of lasts, a 
year of change, and a year of blessings. The 48 seniors 
in the class of 2014 enjoyed such a year – taking on new 
responsibilities, making important decisions, and planning 
for the future with the help of their teachers, advisors and 
family members. As of graduation day, they had been 
accepted to 55 different colleges and universities across the 
U.S. and broken previous records in terms of acceptances 
to top universities. In addition, seniors accepted very 
prestigious scholarships to further their education at the 
college of their choice. Our job is done with this group of 
students, but in August there will be almost 700 students 
who will look to us for a foundation that will allow them 
the same advantages. With God’s help, we will continue 
training Warriors for all that He has in store for them.

EXEMPLARY YEAR
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Biblical Values
Biblical values are hard to teach, hard to learn, and hard 
to live up to, and yet they are the very core of what we 
are trying to pursue here at CCS. The hallmark of our 
school is to seek after the heart of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the Savior of mankind. If you were in attendance at our 
kindergarten graduation or high school commencement, 
you would have witnessed this true character of our school. 
Whether it was the biblical admonition of our speakers, 
the testimonies of our students, the sincere prayers of our 
principals or the Christian love of our teachers, the true 
mission of our school was on full display at each of these 
culmination events. I am excited as our kindergarteners 
now embark on their continuing educational journey, and 
our graduating seniors move forward into the beginning 
of their adult lives. May God use our graduates to make 
a positive difference in our community, our country and 
God’s kingdom.

In Appreciation
Thank you to the founders of our school who made a 
commitment to Christian education by establishing our 
school 36 years ago. Thank you to those individuals and 
families who have prayed, paid, donated and worked 
faithfully throughout the years so that CCS would be the 
institution of academic excellence and biblical values that 
it is today.   

Daniel 12:3 

“Those who 

are wise 

will shine 

as bright as 

the sky, 

and those 

who lead 

many to 

righteousness 

will shine 

like the stars 

forever.”
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