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ecently, I was speaking with a local business 
owner, and I asked him what skills he hoped 
to see in each of his employees. I found his 

response interesting. 
“I need employees with a basic set of knowledge 

but, more importantly, I need employees who know 
how to independently solve problems.” He went on 
to say, “If a standard screwdriver is not working, what 
other tools might work?”

At Cypress Christian School, we understand 
how important it is to memorize facts, figures 
and formulas, but we also understand that the 
expectations of universities and the workforce 
have changed. Problem-solving, teamwork and 
the ability to think “outside the box” are now 
requirements for success.

Consider the work of the greatest teacher of 
all time. In Matthew 6, Jesus is teaching a lesson on 
worry and anxiety. It would have been easy to offer a 
list of instructions to be memorized but, instead, He 
engaged the listeners with the use of analogy and 
challenged them with a series of questions.  

“Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? And which of you by being anxious can add 
one cubit to his span of life? And why are you anxious 
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these.”  Matthew 6:26-29
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“They (the teachers) push 
me to be my best.”
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In speaking with a student enrolled in 
Computer Science, I asked what he felt was the 
most valuable lesson learned from this Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
course. He said, “What was most important was 
how the course was taught, not what was taught 
in the class.” The young programmer went on 
to say, “In Computer Science, we were given a 
problem to solve or a goal to accomplish, and 
then Dr. Witschonke would help us along the way, 
but encouraged us to reach a solution on our own 
based on what we had learned earlier in the year.”

During the 2017-18 school year, CCS students 
had the opportunity to take STEM classes in 
biomedical science, engineering and computer 
programming, in addition to ten AP classes. In the 

fall of 2018, these course offerings will expand with 
new options in AP Computer Science, AP Physics, 
AP Calculus BC and the prestigious AP Capstone 
Seminar course.

What determines Academic Excellence? Is it 
the wide variety of AP, Honors and STEM classes 
that are offered, CCS students scoring in the top 
15% in the state of Texas on the SAT or the fact 
that 93% of our seniors have been accepted into 
their college or university of first choice? All of 
these statistics are incredible, but they only tell 
part of the story.

At Cypress Christian School, our education is 
not solely focused on what we teach, but how we 
teach, and most importantly, who teaches it.

“As a student, what do you most enjoy about CCS?” 

“The teachers take  
the time to listen.”

“My coaches  
believe in me.”

“CCS feels like a 
second home.”

“They (the teachers) push  
me to be my best.”

“We learn a lot of things,  
but we have fun at  

the same time.”


